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Agenda
1. Presentation

Zoning 101
Existing Zoning & Development
Vision: Neighborhood Plan & 2025 Master Plan 

2. Table Discussions

Review existing zoning
Vision for future rehab & infill
Streets – East Main, East Michigan, & Riverview

3. Summary of small group discussions (as time allows)



What is Zoning? 
What zoning does, and what is does not



Set rules on how land can be used & developed.

• What uses are allowed & with what restrictions.

• Building location, including driveway & parking.

• Building form. Height, entrance location & window.

A power of the City given by State law. 

Zoning should support the vision: Master Plan & 
Neighborhood Plan

What is Zoning?



What is Zoning (and what is not)?

Zoning is … 
Building Form & Location

Permitted Uses

Other important pieces …

Property ownership

Financing

Plan for Development

Construction 

On-going support for 
businesses or resident



Zoning Code (2005) + Master Plan (2017) = 

Time for an update

Incremental change
• Neighborhoods with Plans
• Neighborhoods with nodes or commercial centers
• Key streets
• Areas with known barriers

Kalamazoo’s Zoning Code



District mapped:

Doesn’t match existing uses

Doesn’t match desired uses/vision

District Standards:

Rules do not work with existing lots or blocks

Lots with more than one District mapped.

Zoning Barriers



Existing Zoning

Community Commercial. 
Large scale.

Building can be set back 
behind parking lot

No R on the ground floor

Allows wide range of 
commercial uses

65 feet or 5-6 stories

Commercial Office. 
Building can be set back behind parking

No detached or attached residential
Allows civic, hotel, & office uses

65 feet or 5-6 stories

Manufacturing. 
Large scale.

Building can be set back behind parking lot

No residential; allows wide range of commercial  
& industrial uses

65 feet or 5-6 stories

Residential Multiple Family & 
Residential Single Family
RM allows detached, attached, and multiple unit 
SF allows only single unit detached
35’ or 2-3 stories



The Vision
Master Plan and Neighborhood Plan





Eastside Neighborhood Plan

Housing:

Create Opportunity for more affordable options

Transportation:

Safe & accessible sidewalks, crosswalks, & curb ramps

Commercial:

Redevelop commercial corridors: E Main, Riverview



Master Plan – Future Land Use Plan

Node. Walkable, active mixed 
use centers. Buildings typically 
multiple stories with storefronts.

Neighborhood Edge. Mix of uses 
to serve adjacent residents, in 
buildings that work with the 
scale of the neighborhood

Urban Edge. Mix of uses 
including small industrial users, 
transition from Downtown & 
Industrial to neighborhoods. 
Slightly more intense than 
Neighborhood Edge



Master Plan – Land Use + Street



Small Discussion
Bringing the Vision to life





Tools: Building Type & Size




